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Join us every Sunday for 12 weeks: 12 July - 27 September

Hallie Rubenhold, Winner of the 2019
Baillie Gifford Prize for Non-Fiction.
Issue 40

Our free and award-winning investment trust magazine brings you
writing on the ideas that shape our world. Read thought-provoking
articles from our investment managers, academics and global thinkers,
alongside exclusive interviews with distinguished authors.
For more information, download a free copy from the festival’s website
or subscribe to the digital version online.

WIN

subscribe to Trust digital for your chance to win a
luxury break in Edinburgh, which can be taken any time
during 2021. Visit the subscription page for full details.

bailliegifford.com/subscribe

Welcome to the Baillie
Gifford Borders Book
Festival Online 2020
Welcome to this year’s festival. It’s a little bit later than
usual and looks quite a bit different, but the spirit is
unchanged and the sense of occasion is as strong as
ever. We are very excited that the new digital festival will
soon be underway!
The COVID catastrophe has affected everyone and all
of us are thankful to the keyworkers in the NHS and
elsewhere, who have acted so heroically across the
country. In response, our creative directors, Alistair and
Paula, have been determined to make sure we have a
festival worthy of the sacrifices everyone has made - and
worthy of the great events we have enjoyed for more
than 15 years.
Our first innovation is to go online – so we now have a
festival you can access from the comfort of your own
home (remember Storm Hector anyone?). But the magical ingredients are still there –
just look as our old friends Rory Bremner and James Naughtie mix in with Alexandra
Shulman and Jill Calder. And that’s just in the July instalment.
Here we have our second innovation – instead of a festival enjoyed over a few days
in June, we have a literary carnival taking place every Sunday through to September.
And all of it free of charge. There will be author talks and workshops of course, and our
family events are still part of the package. Watch out too for midweek bonus events in
the coming months.
The team who are putting on the festival have all made sacrifices to make it happen,
for which we are very grateful. Our Festival Friends, Supporters and Patrons have
been spectacularly generous too, and without the unstinting support of our title
sponsor Baillie Gifford, funders Creative Scotland, Scottish Borders Council and other
supporters such as McInroy & Wood, this festival would not be happening at all. Thank
you all for your support.
And now, in the finest traditions of the book festival let this once again be the place
‘where words come alive’!

Michael Moore, Chairman

Baillie Gifford Borders Book Festival

www.bordersbookfestival.org

Sponsors

We couldn’t do it without your help...

Thanks also to: Johannes & Antonia de Gier, Francis & Catherine Hamilton, Sue & Rob Moffat,
Michael & Alison Moore, Robert & Maxine Sloss and Ann & Maurice White.

Baillie Gifford
We are delighted to remain Headline Sponsor and supporter of the new online
events, where the whole family can enjoy an excellent range of authors from the
comfort of home.
Scottish Mortgage Investment Trust continues to support a series of non-fiction
events, covering anything from politics and history to memoir and adventure.
We very much missed being able to attend the festival
in Melrose, but we are looking forward to tuning into
the digital events and we hope to see you all in person
at Harmony Garden next year.
James Budden
Director of Marketing, Baillie Gifford

McInroy & Wood
The COVID pandemic has created great stresses, strains and misery across the globe.
There is a danger in such circumstances that areas like the arts, which provide
great pleasure to so many, are deprioritised. However, it is our belief that it is
more important than ever that events like the Borders Book Festival remain well
supported, acting as a focal point for the communities in which we all live and work.
McInroy & Wood are therefore delighted to continue to
be the Key Sponsor of the Borders Book Festival, and
look forward to the series of online events in the
coming weeks.
Tim Wood
Chief Executive, McInroy & Wood

Quick Guide
SUNDAY

SUNDAY

SUNDAY

12 July

19 July

26 July

11AM
Jill Calder

11AM
Joseph Coelho
& Fiona Lumbers

11AM
Humanimal

4PM
The Batch Lady

4PM
Alexandra Shulman
in conversation with
Kirsty Wark

4PM
Paul Murton

in conversation with
Alistair Moffat

7PM
Rory Bremner

7PM
James Naughtie

7PM
Mark Billingham

Make Your Own
Rockpool Book

Suzanne Mulholland

in conversation with
Alistair Moffat

with Chris Lloyd

Luna Loves Art

On The Road

in conversation with
Chris Brookmyre

How to watch!

You can watch all our programmes on our website (with live chat
with the authors), and if you’ve missed or want to watch any of
our past online events again, they’re still all available to view in
the PAST EVENTS area.

www.bordersbookfestival.org

A highly personalised investment management service
for individuals, families, trusts and charities
Our investment philosophy is directed primarily towards the preservation of the real value
of our clients’ capital and its purchasing power over time. Clients can expect a personal
service with a dedicated investment manager and first class administration. If you would
like to discuss our services, please call Tim Wood or Guido Bicocchi on 01620 825 867.

Easter Alderston
Haddington
East Lothian
EH41 3SF

53 Davies Street
London
W1K 5JH

Tel: 01620 825 867

Tel: 020 3709 7240

www.mcinroy-wood.co.uk

Windsor House
Cornwall Road
Harrogate
HG1 2PW
Tel: 01423 222 200

email@mcinroy-wood.co.uk

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

All the fun of the
(virtual) festival
We’re sorry we won’t be seeing you in glorious Harmony Garden and Orchard this
year, but can’t wait to welcome you to our online weekly bonanza of author talks
throughout July to September, where entry to every single event is FREE!

How to View

Family Fun

Simply go to the event entry page on our
website ten minutes prior to an event’s
scheduled start time and the viewing
screen will be waiting for you. The live chat
space will also be there, where you can say
hello to us, and interact with our authors.

Our Saltire Roofing & Building Family
Series offers a wonderful selection of
online events and workshops with some
of today’s best-loved authors for children,
every Sunday at 11am.

Online Festival
Bookshop

Donations

Browse our online festival bookshop,
where you can buy copies of all our
authors’ latest titles. Some signed copies
will be available, so check the product
pages for details. The bookshop is open
24 hours – plenty time for shopping!

The Baillie Gifford Borders Book Festival
Online 2020 is free to view so that
everyone can explore and enjoy great
literature events from home. Please
support us if you can by making a
donation. Your contribution will help us
continue to bring authors and audiences
together again in 2021 and beyond.

www.bordersbookfestival.org

The Saltire Roofing & Building

Family Series 2020

12 July
[ Suitable for all ages ]

Make Your Own
Rockpool Book with

Jill Calder

Celebrating the rockpool pages in her popular
children’s book The Sea, illustrator Jill Calder will take
you on a creative journey into the colourful, miniature
world of the tidal rock pool. Grab your bucket and net
and go for a virtual guddle with Jill, who will inspire
you to draw amazing creatures and tiny predators,
then teach you to illustrate and make your very own
picture book!
Jill will read and show illustrations from The Sea. She’ll
then demonstrate how to draw a rockpool scene and
convert that into a unique folded picture book, using
simple materials that viewers will have on hand at home
- A4 or A3 paper, scissors, drawing materials and pencil
This workshop event is suitable for all ages and great
fun for the whole family.

12 July

The Batch Lady

Suzanne Mulholland does nothing by halves. More like quintuples or sextuples. Living
and working on a Scottish Borders farm, she has written two books about how to cook
– with a vengeance. She wrote The Batch Lady: Shop once. Cook once. Eat well all week
which became an instant bestseller and has brought her tens of thousands of followers
on social media. It has also caught the lockdown zeitgeist perfectly. Now she has
written a second book The Batch Lady Meal Planner. Follow the tips in this and you’ll
never again lose track of what’s lurking at the back of your freezer!

Baillie Gifford

12 July

Series

Rory Bremner
In conversation with Alistair Moffat

No-one in the Borders ever asks ‘Rory who?’. There’s only one Rory. And
that’s our Rory. Since 2006 and for virtually the whole life of the Borders
Book Festival, Rory Bremner has had the marquees rocking with laughter
and delight, charming and informing audiences with his mastery of mimicry
mixed with acute political and social analysis. Every year his show has been
the first to sell out and often he has opened the festival, set a wonderful
tone and sent everyone into a joyful weekend with a smile on their face. For
Borderers, Rory is one of us, an adopted son who is much loved.

TAILORED HOME INSURANCE
RIGHT DOWN TO THE FINEST DETAIL
For high-value properties and contents, including valuables, fine art
and collections, choose NFU Mutual Bespoke home insurance.

To discuss your high value home insurance,
call the NFU Mutual Borders agency on
01835 822 274 or 01361 882 291,
or search NFU Mutual Bespoke

Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road,
Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority.
A member of the Association of British Insurers.
D-5E3F7D34

The Saltire Roofing & Building

Family Series 2020

19 July
[ Suitable for age 4+ ]

Joseph Coelho
& Fiona Lumbers
Luna Loves Art

Join Joseph Coelho and Fiona Lumbers as they share
their latest Luna adventure Luna Loves Art. Luna
goes on a school trip to a gallery and is amazed by
the incredible art on display but Finn, a boy in Luna’s
class, is not having a lot of fun. Maybe Luna can help
and perhaps the art in the gallery can help them both
express what they are feeling. Join author Joseph
Coelho and illustrator Fiona Lumbers for this special
event where you will not only get to hear the story but
also get to join in with a special drawing activity.
No special materials are
needed – just a sheet of A4
paper and a pen or pencil
to draw with.

19 July

Alexandra
Shulman

in conversation with Kirsty Wark
When we hear that Kirsty enjoyed this book so
much that she read it in one sitting, we know that
we’re in for a treat when she discusses Clothes…
and other things that matter with its author,
Alexandra Shulman.
This new and beautifully
made book offers
fascinating insights
salted with a little insider
knowledge – Alexandra
was, of course, Editor-inChief of Vogue UK
for 25 years.
Image: Linda Brownlee

Scottish Mortgage
Investment Trust Event

19 July

James Naughtie
One of the stalwarts of the Baillie Gifford Borders Book Festival, appearing each year to
offer his own unique insights into the political scene, Jim reflects on a key aspect of a
glittering journalistic career.
In On the Road: American Adventures from Nixon to Trump, James Naughtie explores
the country he has known for fifty years – its allure and its contradictions, its
strengths and some painful legacies that weigh so heavily on its people.

Proud sponsor of
the Borders Book
Festival Family
Series 2020

Supporting local children
by investing in local
communities.

We’re the team that gives back.
www.saltireroofing.co.uk

The Saltire Roofing & Building

Family Series 2020

26 July
[ Suitable for families and age 7+ ]

Humanimal
Incredible Ways Animals are Just
Like Us! with Christopher Lloyd

Join world history author and storyteller Christopher
Lloyd on an amazing journey to discover the
interconnections of the human and animal worlds in
ways you never imagined. . . how slime moulds can
help navigate a maze, how rats tickle and laugh out
loud, how bees vote in elections to decide where to put
their nests, and lots more!
For years scientists have assumed that people are the
pinnacle of evolution. After all, what other creatures
could put a person on the moon? But, increasingly,
evidence is showing how similar humans are to other
creatures not just in terms of their biology but also
in the ways we behave – from working in teams to
farming and from using tools to language.

Sponsored by

26 July

Paul Murton
In conversation with Alistair Moffat

The presenter of BBC Television’s Grand Tours has written a beautiful and very
personal book. In The Viking Isles: Travels in Orkney & Shetland, he explores not only
these most Nordic parts of Scotland but also weaves in family connections with
Norway and his own travels in Scandinavia as a child and young man.

26 July

Mark
Billingham

in conversation with Chris Brookmyre
A double act that has delighted Borders Book Festival
audiences more than once, Mark and Chris have a
particular reason to reprise their amazing rapport in
2020. It is a year of 20s when a milestone for Mark will
be passed. It is twenty years since the publication of
Sleepyhead, his first novel and the debut of Tom Thorne,
his quirky, engaging detective. And his twentieth novel
will be published in 2020. It is Cry Baby, a prequel to
Sleepyhead.

Image: Steve Best

EVER DREAM OF OWNING YOUR OWN CASK
OF SINGLE MALT SCOTCH WHISKY?

The Borders Distillery is the first whisky distillery in the region since 1837.
The Directors have released 1,837 casks for private ownership.
Filled on a date of the owner’s choosing, each individually numbered cask
is stored under bond and bottled when the owner wishes. Each cask is £1,995
For more information visit thebordersdistillery.com

Like all lawyers
we have our
own language.
Ours is called
straight-talking.
Clear, practical and commercial legal advice.

Edinburgh
0131 625 9191
Glasgow
0141 428 3258
Galashiels
01896 550991

dcslegal.com

We’ve been handling ‘allsorts’ of creative projects for over two decades.
A small web and graphics studio with a passion for interesting projects,
we’re excited to be part of the Borders Book Festival team.

we put your business at the heart of ours

Manufactured by Conservatory Outlet Ltd

FOR ACCOUNTANCY,
TAXATION AND
BUSINESS ADVICE
T W E E D S I D E PA R K , T W E E D B A N K
GALASHIELS TD1 3TE
CALL 01896

751050 OR VISIT
www.gallrobertsonca.co.uk

NEW EXTREME
WINDOWS & DOORS
©

STYLE, COMFORT AND SECURITY

Currie Road Galashiels TD1 2BP
Open: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm & Sat 9am-12 noon

Tel: 01896 752628
www.mitchellglass.co.uk

Don’t forget to visit our
festival bookshop!
All proceeds go directly back to the festival.

The August edition of Baillie Gifford
Borders Book Festival Online is out at
the end of this month.
For all the latest updates join our mailing list.
Click on link below.

CONTACT
Borders Book Festival
Harmony House, St Marys Road
Melrose, Scottish Borders TD6 9LJ
info@bordersbookfestival.org
www.bordersbookfestival.org
Borders Book Festival is a Company Limited by
Guarantee.Registered in Scotland No. SC296476.
Scottish Charity No. SC037347
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